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MUELLER PROBE 


NO COLLUSION FOUND 


Findings: Trump didn’t coordinate with Russia in 2016, report says, but no conclusion reached on obstruction of justice 


By Eric Tucker, 
Michael Balsamo, 
Chad Day and Julie Pace 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Special counsel 
Robert Mueller did not find ev- 
idence that President Donald 
Trump’s campaign “conspired or 
coordinated” with Russia to in- 
fluence the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion but reached no conclusion on 
whether Trump obstructed jus- 
tice, Attorney General William 
Barr declared Sunday. 

That brought a hearty claim of 
vindication from Trump but set 
the stage for new rounds of polit- 
ical and legal fighting. 

Trump cheered the outcome 
but also laid bare his resentment 


THREE THINGS TO KNOW 


1» Decision: Attorney General William Barr determined that Mueller’s 
evidence was insufficient to prove in court that Trump had committed 
obstruction of justice to hamper the probe. 


2» Reaction: Democrats called for the special counsel's full report to 
be released and said Barr “is not a neutral observer.” 


3» Next steps: “The report is going to deepen the pain and the antag- 
onism,” one expert says, as the 2020 election nears. SEE STORY ON A6 


after two years of investigations 
that have shadowed his adminis- 
tration. 

“Tt’s a shame that our country 
has had to go through this,” he 
said. “To be honest, it’s a shame 
that your president has had to go 
through this.” 


Democrats pointed out that 
Mueller found evidence for and 
against obstruction and de- 
manded to see his full report. 
They insisted that even the sum- 
mary by the president’s attor- 
ney general hardly put him in 
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CAROLYN KASTER — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President Donald Trump speaks Sunday before boarding Air Force One 
in West Palm Beach, Fla., en route to Washington. 


IDYLLWILD 


ROAD CLOSURES MAKE 
LIFE “SUPER TIRING 
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The $50 million in federal 
awards is highest in state 


By Sandra Emerson 
semerson@scng.com 
@ReporterSandraE on Twitter 


Veterans in San Bernardino 
County were awarded more than 
$50 million in federal benefits last 
year, more than veterans living in 
the state’s other counties, accord- 
ing to a report from the Califor- 
nia Association of County Veter- 
ans Services Officers. 

The staff of 25 working at the 
three San Bernardino County Vet- 
erans Affairs offices sees about 
30,000 veterans and their fam- 
ilies a year, assisting them with 
the paperwork they need to se- 
cure their benefits, including dis- 
ability compensation claims and 
college tuition and fee waivers for 
the children of veterans. 

“We like to be thorough,” said 


Hemet High School students who live in Idyllwild pile out of a school bus after an hour-and-a-half ride up the mountain from Hemet on 
Tuesday. Because of mountain highway closures, increased travel times have been especially hard on students. 


Since Feb. 14 storm, students’ bus ride times have tripled and businesses are hurting 


By David Downey 
ddowney@scng.com 
@DavidDowneySCNG 
on Twitter 


It was bad enough when an epic 
Feb. 14 storm closed all roads into idyl- 


lic Idyllwild. 


Then residents of the Riverside 
County mountain village were told 
construction workers wouldn’t finish 
repairing two principal highways to 
the north and west until early July. 

It was a huge setback for the local 
teens who are enduring 90-minute bus 
rides each way to their high school and 
back. It wasn’t exactly welcome news, 
either, for the valley residents who 
commute two hours to jobs at moun- 


tain stores and restaurants. 


And, in a town whose economy re- 
lies heavily on dollars spent by tourists 
from as far away as Los Angeles, the 
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Geri Peterson, deli manager at Idyllwild’s Fairway Market, moves groceries from a delivery on 
Tuesday. Peterson lives in Hemet, and her weekly gas bill has tripled in the wake of two mountain 
highway closures that are expected to last for months. 


Frank Guevara, director of San 
Bernardino County Veterans Af- 
fairs. “We meet with veterans and 
do an assessment. Then we do all 
the paperwork for them. That pa- 
perwork is pretty complicated, as 
you might imagine.” 

Most of the claims are related 
to injuries veterans sustained 
while on active duty, whether in 
combat or training, Guevara said. 
Aging Vietnam veterans, in par- 
ticular, are eligible for disability 
compensation for illnesses caused 
by exposure to Agent Orange, he 
said. 

“We help the veteran file a 
claim, and so the VA will say 
that their injury or pain that 
they have is a result of the mil- 
itary service,” Guevara said. 
“When that happens, the VA 
takes full responsibility for the 
medical treatment as long as 
they have the injury.” 

The department also has 
helped waive $7 million in col- 
lege tuition fees for children of 
local veterans, Guevara said. 

The benefits were part of a 
record $505 million in bene- 
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CORONA 


Community holds candlelight 


SPRING TRAINING 
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vigil for missing 8-year-old boy 
of Corona, for two weeks. 

Both have since been arrested. 

Corona resident Kellie Ball put the 
vigil together after joining a Face- 
book group that encouraged res- 
idents to place blue ribbons — the 
color for child abuse awareness — 
outside and on trees until Noah is 
found. 

“People have come together 
strongly for him,” she said Friday. 

— From staff reports 


Community members wearing 
blue and thinking of a young boy 
who hasn’t been seen for weeks gath- 
ered together Sunday night. 

The vigil at Spyglass Park in Co- 
rona was held in honor of 8-year-old 
Noah McIntosh, who was reported 
missing March 5 by his mother, Jil- 
lian Godfrey, 36, of Corona. At that 
point, she told Corona police she 
hadn’t seen her son, who lives with 
his father, Bryce McIntosh, 32, also 


Angels, Dodgers near start 
of season in Freeway Series 


Albert Pujols of the Angels, left, gets 
a high-five from Mike Trout during 
the first of three games against the 
Dodgers on Sunday. sports 
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